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This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 31, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45a.m., July 31, 2003]

NoTEe: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on August 1.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iraq

July 31, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. Consistent with this provision, |
have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the Irag emergency is to continue in effect
beyond August 2, 2003, to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication. The most recent notice
continuing this emergency was published in
the Federal Register on August 1, 2002, (67
Fed. Reg. 50341).

The crisis that led to the declaration of
a national emergency on August 2, 1990, has
not been fully resolved. The United States,
along with its coalition partners, continues
to work to stabilize Iraq, identify and dis-
mantle Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction,
capture former regime leaders, and locate
and return Iraqi assets overseas for the ben-
efit of the Iraqgi people. As part of the Coali-
tion Provisional Authority, the United States
is providing for the temporary governance of
Iraq, including the establishment of a process
to lead to a new internationally recognized
government. For these reasons, | have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the na-
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tional emergency declared with respect to
Iraq.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: ldentical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iraq

July 31, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), 1 am providing a 6-month periodic
report prepared by my Administration on the
national emergency with respect to Iraq that
was declared in Executive Order 12722 of
August 2, 1990.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTEe: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Reallocation of
Funds Previously Transferred From
the Emergency Response Fund

July 31, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In order to continue responses necessary
as a result of the September 11th terrorist
attacks, 1 am notifying the Congress of my
intent to reallocate funds previously trans-
ferred from the Emergency Response Fund
(ERF).

At this time, $1.2 million of ERF funds
will be transferred to the United States Trade
Representative to support increased security
at international trade negotiations.
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The details of this action are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTe: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting and an Exchange With
Reporters

August 1, 2003

The President. We had a good Cabinet
meeting, talked about a lot of issues. The
Secretary of State and Defense brought us
up to date about our desires to spread free-
dom and peace around the world. And the
economics team of Secretary Snow, Evans,
and Chao, who have been traveling the coun-
try, reported back that there’s a positive feel-
ing in America about our economy.

And my attitude is, is that even though
some of the numbers are good, there are still
too many people looking for work, and so
we’'re going to keep working on the economy
until people can find a job.

We took some strong action in the past.
We reduced taxes on the working people,
and those tax reductions will be reflected in
their paychecks soon. Expansion of the child
tax credit is helpful to people because checks
are now in the mail. Both of those events
will enhance demand for goods and services,
which will make it more likely somebody will
find work.

There is more to do here in Washington.
I’'m pleased that the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate both have now passed
energy bills. It's time for them to reconcile
their differences, when they get back from
their August breaks, and get a bill to my desk.

We need tort reform in America so that
our entrepreneurs are more likely to focus
on capital formation than lawsuits, frivolous
lawsuits. We need to make sure we get a
Medicare bill passed; that’s going to be help-
ful for workers today to help plan for their
future, to know there’s a modern Medicare
system.
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I appreciate the fact that the Congress has
passed trade agreements with Singapore and
Chile, which means there will be more mar-
kets available for American entrepreneurs
and farmers and ranchers. The more places
for us to sell products, the more likely it is
somebody is going to be able to find a job.

And so even though there’s been some
progress made in terms of numbers, this ad-
ministration focuses on lives. And when there
are people looking for work and they can't
find a job, it means we’re going to continue
to try to put progrowth, expansive policies
in place.

So | want to thank the Cabinet members
who are focusing on these—this very impor-
tant part of our agenda, and | appreciate your
upbeat report.

Let me—1I’ll answer a couple of questions.
Tom [Tom Raum, Associated Press] and
Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. Tom and
Patsy will be asking questions this morning,
and then you won't be asking questions.
[Laughter]

National Economy

Q. Mr. President, are you surprised, and
can you explain why 3 huge tax cuts and 12
rate cuts by the Fed have not done more
in creating jobs to this point? And do you
think that we're in a jobless recovery?

The President. | think—I think it's impor-
tant to remember the history of the last cou-
ple of years. In March of 2000, the stock mar-
ket began a precipitous decline. That was in
March of 2000. And then the country went
into a recession, which would be the first
quarter of 2001, and we acted. We called the
Congress together and passed a significant
tax cut. Economic historians would say that
the recession of 2001 was one of the more
shallow recessions. Some would probably say,
“Well, maybe you shouldn’t have acted, and
let the recession go deeper, which would
have made—may have made for a more
speedy recovery.” Our attitude is that we're
worried about people’s lives; a deep recession
would have meant more people would have
been out of work. We want people to work
in America; it's in our country’s interest they
do so.

Then as the economy kind of got going
again, the enemy attacked us. September the



